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We acknowledge the receipt of your letter and the enclosed USB. Our response in the matter is as follows:

Islamic ruling regarding Controlled Atmosphere Stunning (CAS)
Ao Aol Ky Adlaa by
“And do not eat of that wherein Allah’s name has not been recited.”?

According to the hanafi jurists there are 3 conditions which must be met, in order to render an animal Halal

(permissible) for consumption.

1. Mentioning the name of Allah at the time of slaughtering
2. At least three of four vessels must be cut (Trachea, Esophagus, Carotid Arteries)
3. The Slaughterer must be Muslim or one of the people of the book (Christian or Jewish)

Failure to fulfil any of the above 3 conditions will render the animal Haraam (impermissible) for consumption

Controlled Atmosphere Stunning (CAS) is a process in which oxygen from the chicken’s atmosphere is removed and
slowly replaced with carbon dioxide while they are still in transport crates. This renders them unconscious. In principle
apart from the above 3 conditions, a condition for the permissibility of the (CAS) process is that the animal must be alive
while being slaughtered. As mentioned by Allamah Sarakhsi RA

aﬂ;a;gsw;&e;mksq_ﬂ?ln\ﬁ;

If it can be established that the animal was alive during slaughtering, only then will it be deemed permissible for
consumption(halal)”, 2

If the animal dies prior to being slaughtered, it will be considered ‘maytah’ (carrion) and such an animal will be
impermissible (haraam) for consumption. According to Imam Abu Hanifah RA, even if the animal is unconscious but still
has signs of life, it can be accepted for slaughtering.

As for the case of CAS being irreversible, it should be noted that if the process is irreversible this would mean that the
animal will die a few minutes subsequent to being stunned. In that case, extreme caution should be taken to ensure that
the animal is still alive during slaughtering.
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Based on the provided Maple Leaf pamphlet ‘CAS’ stunning follow up’ (Dec 2016 edition) it can be seen in section
‘Multistage CAS of broilers’ both brain, and heart activity is present well beyond the 1:33 mark which is the required
amount needed for slaughtering. Workers are also present to ensure that only live chickens are sent for slaughtering.
Therefore, based on the information provided the animal will be permissible to consume.

Finally, it should be elucidated whether the stunning of the animal reduces the pain or causes additional unnecessary
pain. The Messenger of Allah (Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said:

“Verily Allah has prescribed excellence in all things. Thus, if you kill, kill with excellence; and if you slaughter, slaughter
with excellence. Let each one of you sharpen his blade and let him spare suffering to the animal he slaughters.”

(Sahih Muslim)?

If the animal is put through unnecessary pain and such a method is adopted simply for financial gains such as
mass production, etc. Then such a process will be classified as Makrooh Tahrimi (extremely disliked) and should be
avoided. Nevertheless, it will still be considered halal as long as the stunning does not kill the animal. In other words,
stunning to kill will be unlawful while stunning to immobilize the animal will be lawful.

In conclusion the ‘Controlled Atmosphere Stunning’ is Shariah compliant due to the fact that it merely
immobilizes the animal after which it is slaughtered according to the Islamic method. As long as the animals are not
lifeless during the slaughtering process, this method will be Shariah compliant.
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