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Question: Question Regarding Quantity of Ethanol in Food and Drinks to be permissible
for consumption Monday, September 09, 2013 Dear respected Mufti Our Question is
what percentage of ethanol is permissible that a food or a drink product can contain that it
would still be suitable for consumption? Also, we would like to know the verdict on
Vanilla Extract and Almond Extract, or any other extract, since the product itself contains
a high level of alcohol, but when someone is using only a spoon full before baking, will
the baked item be considered as haram? Why are we asking this question? Our
investigations have revealed that almost 70% of the products found in a typical grocery
store contain some quantity of ethanol. Any product that has “Natural and/or Artificial
Flavor” ingredient listed will contain some amount of ethanol. If we were to follow the
0% rule than we can pretty much declare almost everything haram. It is almost
impossible to figure out the source of the alcohol from which the ethanol was derived
from, i.e. Grape, Wheat, Corn, Dates, etc. Even the manufacturers themselves who
purchase ethanol in bulk do not know. Although in Canada most of the food grade ethanol
is from wheat, but other sources are also possible but difficult to find out. It is almost
impossible to figure out the amount of left over ethanol in the end product, even the
manufactures are not able to tell, unless someone was to do lab testing of the products
there is no way to know the percentage of ethanol left over. This becomes an issue if
someone was to say that 0.5% of ethanol is acceptable in a product, how would we know
which products fall under and over this criteria, if the manufactures themselves don’t
know. Due to high number of products that use ethanol in the manufacturing process,
where ethanol is used as a flavor solvent, our recommendation would be that if ethanol is
listed as an active ingredient on a product itself then we declare it to be haram, this would
also include vanilla extract. However, if ethanol is not listed on the package ingredients
and is only used as a manufacturing ingredient than that product be made acceptable.
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As Salaamu Alaikum wa Rahmatullah Wa Barakatuh
In reference to your query, it should be understood that the jurists have divided alcohol into two
categories, khamr alcohol and non-khamr alcohol. Khamr alcohol has been classified as that
alcohol which is derived from dates and grapes whereas non-khamr alcohol is that alcohol which
is derived from anything else, whether it is honey, barley, wheat, or petroleum. The ruling with
regards to khamr alcohol is that even one drop of it is considered Haram and impure. As for nonkhamr alcohol, there are two opinions within the Hanafi school of thought. Imam Muhammad
(May Allah have mercy on him) is of the opinion that it carries the same ruling as Khamr
Alcohol. However, Imam Abu Hanifa and Imam Abu Yusuf (May Allah have mercy upon them)
are of the opinion that it is permissible to consume non-Khamr alcohol in a non-intoxicating
amount.
As mentioned in your query, due to the fact that the majority of products sold at grocery stores
contain some amount of alcohol and it being very difficult to abstain from using such products,
many scholars have issued the Fatwa based on the opinion of Imam Abu Hanifa and Imam Abu
Yusuf (May Allah have mercy on them) with the following conditions;
1) It is not used as an intoxicant
2) It is not used in the manner intoxicants are used
3) It is not used in an amount that intoxicates
4) It is not used in vain
After consulting many experts in the food manufacturing industry, we have reached the
conclusion that due to high costs, alcohols used as an ingredient in food products are not sourced
from dates or grapes, therefore the base assumption will be that alcohol in food products is nonKhamr. However, if one's research proves that the alcohol in a certain product is sourced from
dates or grapes, then it would not be permissible to consume of it.
Based on the above, there is no doubt that those products which do not have alcohol listed as an
active ingredient will be permissible to consume as the amount of alcohol in those products is so
minimal, that even if one was to consume the product to one's fill, one would not get intoxicated.
As for those products which have alcohol listed as an active ingredient, such as vanilla essence,
if it is used in a minimal, non-intoxicating amount, as vanilla essence is normally used, it cannot
be considered Haram, especially when the purpose of using such products is not the alcohol. Yes,
if used in an excessive amount, where one fears it may lead to intoxication, it would not be
permissible.
Also, it should be remembered, that as the verdict being issued on the opinion of Imam Hanifa
and Imam Abu Yusuf (May Allah have mercy on them) is based on necessity and public
predicament, it would be better to abstain from using such products when an alternative is easily
available, especially in the case where alcohol is listed as an active ingredient.
It is also important to note, that based on the conditions mentioned above, it would not be
permissible to consume a product where alcohol is the main purpose or which is consumed in the
manner that intoxicants are consumed, such as alcoholic drinks etc.
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أحسن الفتوى ،٤٨٤٤٤نظام الفتوى،٣٨١:١جديد فقهى مسائل٣٨٢٣٤
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ِّف أَ ْن يَ ْذ ُكر التَّ ْقيِي َد بِ َع َدِم اللَّ ْه ِو َوالطَّر ِ
ب َعلَى ظَن ِِّه
ب َو َع َدِم ُّ َ ْ
الرابِ ِع ليَ ُكو َن قَ ْي ًدا للْ ُك ِّل (قَ ْولُهُ فَلَ ْو َش ِر َ
قُلْتَ ٨وَكا َن يَنْبَغي لل ُْم َ
ب َما يَغْل ُ
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ِ
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َي يَ ْح ُرُم الْ َق ْد ُر ال ُْم ْس ِك ُر ِم ْنهَُ ،و ُه َو الَّ ِذي يَ ْعلَ ُم يَِقينًا أَ ْو بِغَالِ ِ
الرأ ِ
ب َّ
ب َعلَى ظَن ِِّه أَنَّهُ يَ ْع ُقبُهُ
إلَ ْخ) أ ْ
ْي أَنَّهُ يُ ْسك ُرهُ َكال ُْم ْتخ ِم م ْن الطَّ َع ِامَ ،و ُه َو الذي يَغْل ُ
ِ
ِ
السكْر بِ ُ ِ
ِ
ِ
اَ فِي ُمنْ يَ ِة
ِّهايَِة َوََ ْي ِرَها َويُ َح ُّد إََا ََ ِك َر بِ ِه ََائِ ًعا .قَ َ
سطَهُ في الن َ
ح ْاْلَخ ُير الَّذي يَ ْح ُ
التُّ َخ َمةُ تَتَ ْار َخانيَّةٌ .فَال َ
ْح َر ُامُ ٨ه َو الْ َق َد ُ
ص ُل ُّ ُ
ش ْربِه َك َما بَ َ
الْم ْفتِي َش ِرب تِسعةَ أَقْ َد ٍ ِ
ِِ ِ
اشر لَم يح َّد اه  .وقَ َ ِ
ِ
ِ
يما َِ َوى الْ َخ ْم ِر ِم ْن ْاْلَ ْش ِربَِة ال ُْمتَّ َخ َذةِ ِم ْن الت َّْم ِر َوال ِْعنَ ِ
ب
َ َْ
اح م ْن نَبِيذ الت َّْم ِر فَأ َْو َج َر ال َْع َ ْ ُ َ
اَ في الْ َخانيَّةَ .وف َ
َ
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ِ
ِ
ُّ
َم يَ ْس َك ْر( .شامي )6/453
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اَ َرِح َمهُ اللَّهُ َّ
الس ََل ُم « ُك ُّل ُم ْس ِك ٍر َح َر ٌام» َو َه َذا َم ْعنَاهُ.
قَ َ
اص ِط ََل ِح الْ ُف َق َه ِاء لَِق ْولِ ِه َعلَْي ِه الص َ
ََّلةُ َو َّ
اب َما يُ ْس ِك ُر) َه َذا ِفي ْ
(الش َر ُ

قَ َ ِ
(وال ُْم َح َّرُم ِم ْن َها أ َْربَ َعةٌ ٨الْ َخ ْم ُر َو ِهي النِّيءُ ِم ْن َم ِاء ال ِْعنَ ِ
ه ُه ْم ُك ُّل ُم ْس ِك ٍر َخ ْم ٌر لَِق ْولِ ِه
ب إ ََا ََلَى َوا ْشتَ َّد َوقَ َذ َ بِالزَّبَ ِد َو َح ُرَم قَلِيلُ َها َوَكيِ ُيرَها) َوقَ َ
اَ بَ ْع ُ
اَ َرح َمهُ اللَّهُ َ
َ
ت َخ ْم ًرا
الس ََل ُم « ُك ُّل ُم ْس ِك ٍر َخ ْم ٌر» َرَواهُ ُم ْسلِ ٌم َولَِق ْولِ ِه َعلَْي ِه الص َ
َعلَْي ِه الص َ
ََّلةُ َو َّ
ََّلةُ َو َّ
الس ََل ُم «الْ َخ ْم ُر ِم ْن َهاتَ ْي ِن النَّ ْخلَ ِة َوال ِْعنَبَ ِة» َرَواهُ ُم ْسلِ ٌمَ ،وأَبُو َد ُاود َوِْلَنَّ َها َُ ِّميَ ْ
لِمخامرةِ الْع ْق ِل وُك ُّل مس ِك ٍر يخ ِامر الْع ْقل ولَنا إجماع أَه ِل اللُّغَ ِة علَى ح ِقي َقتِ ِه فِي الن ِ
ِّيء ِم ْن َم ِاء ال ِْعنَ ِ
ازا( .البحر الرائق )8/247
ُ َ ََ َ َ ُ ْ ُ َ ُ َ َ َ َ ْ َ ُ ْ
ب َوتَ ْس ِميَ ِة ََ ْي ِرَها بِالْ َخ ْم ِر َم َج ً
َ َ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ ِ
ِ ِ
ِ
اع ِة ِع ْن َد
ث فَ نَ ُق ُ
(وأ ََّما) ال ُْميَلَّ ُ
اَتِ ْم َراء الطَّ َع ِام َوالتَّ َق ِّوي َعلَى الطَّ َ
(وأ ََّما) ال ُْم َعت ُ
َّق ال ُْم ْسك ُر فَ يَح ُّل ُش ْربُهُ للتَّ َدا ِوي َو ْ
وَََ ٨ل خ ََل َ في أَنَّهُ َما َد َام ُحل ًْوا ََل يُ ْسك ُر يَح ُّل ُش ْربُهَُ .
َ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
أَبِي حنِي َفةَ وأَبِي يوَ َ ِ
َج َم ُعوا َعلَى أَنَّهُ ََل يَح ُّل ُش ْربُهُ للَّ ْه ِو َوالطَّر ِ
ضي اللَّهُ َع ْن ُه َما َوَرَوى ُم َح َّم ٌد َرح َمهُ اللَّهُ أَنَّهُ ََل يَح ُّلَ ،و ُه َو قَ ْو َُ َّ
ب( .بدائع
الشاف ِع ِّي َرح َمهُ اللَّهُ َوأ ْ
َ َ ُ ُ
َ
ف َر َ
الصنائع )5/116

AND ALLAH TA’AALA KNOWS BEST
Ismail Kotwal
15th Muharram 1435
19th November 2013
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